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8 ' . BEFORETHE
BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING -
9 . DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
10 STATE OF CALIFORNIA
11 || Tn the Matter of the Accusation Against: . CaseNo. 2 ol-"1 25 :
12 | SHARON NOREEN NORTON, a.k.a.
SHARON NOREEN MEADS, a.k.a. ‘
13 ||'SHARON HOSKINS ' ACCUSATION
1754 Mt. Olive Drive - ' o '
14 || Santa Rosa, CA 95404 .
. 5 Reglstered Nurse License No, 642386
' - v Respondent
16
17
18| Complainantalleges:
19 | PARTEES |
- .20 1. - Louise R. Bailey, M.Ed., RN (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely inher | .
21 | official capécity as the Executive Of'ﬁeer"of_ the Board of Reéistered'Nufsing? Department of
22 || Consumer Affairs. | o - ' |
23- 2, On or about August 5,2004, th_e Board of Registered Nursing issued Registere_d'
94 || Nurse License Number 642386 to Sharon Noreen Norton, also known as Sharon Noreen Meads,
25 || also known as Sharori Hoskins (Respondent). The Registered Nurse'License‘was in full force and
26 || effect at all times relevant to the charges brought in this Accusation and will expire on November :
27 || 30, 2011, unless renewed .
28
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" JURISDICTION

2 3. “This A'ccusation is brought before the Board of Registered Nursing (Board),
3 Department of Consumer Affarrs under the authonty of the following laws All section :
4 ‘ -referenees are to the Busmess and Professmns Code unless othermse mdrcated " o
‘ 5 4. Section 2750 of the Business and Professions Code (“Code”) provides, in pertment
6 part, that- the Board may discipline any licensee, 1nclud1ng a hcensee holdmg a temporary or an
K 7 mactrve 11cense for any reason provided in Article 3 (commencing w1th sect1on 2750) of the
8 || Nursmg Pract1ce Act. | ‘
9 "5, Section 2764 of the Code prov1des, in pertinent part that the expn'anon ofa 11cense'
" 10 || shall not depnve the Board of Junsdlctron to proceed with a disciplinary proceedmg against the
11 || licensee or to render a decision imposing discipline on the license. _ '
12 6 Sect1on 2811 subd1v1s10n (b), of the Code provides, in pertinent part that the Board.
13 || may renew an explred license.at any time within eight years after the expiration. |
| 14 ‘ 7. Section 118, subdivision (b), of the Code prov1des that the suspension, exprratlon
. .15 surrender or- cancellanon of a license shall not deptive the Board./Reg13trar/D1rector of
16 vJunsdrchon to proeeed with a disciplinary action during the period within which the license may |
© 17 || berenewed, restored reiSSued or reinstated. | \ | ‘ o
18 ) '8. ~ Section 492 of the Code states -
1.9 ' “Notw1thstand1ng any other prov1s1on of law, successful complenon of any d1vers1on |
- 20 || program under the Penal Code or successful completion of an alcohol and drug problem B
21 || assessment program under Art1c1e 5 (commencmg with.section 23249.50) of Chapter 12 of
22 || Division 11 of the Vehicle Code shall not prohibit any agency estabhshed under D1v1s1on 2
23 | ({Healmg Arts] commencing with Section 500) of thls code, or any initiative act referred to in that
4 || division, from takmg d1s01p11nary act1on agalnst a 11censee or from denying a license for
25 I professional misconduct, notw1thstandmg that evidence of that misconduct may be recorded in a
26 || record pertaining to an arrest. . | o '
27
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“This section shall not be construed to apply to any drug' diyersion pfog%axh"opér’atéd byany|

2_|l_agency ¢ estabhshed under D1v1s1on 2 (commencmg with Section 500) of this code, or any
3 nntratrve act referred to in that d1v1s1on '
4 . STATUTORY PROVISIONS
s 9 Section2761 of the Code states: . |
6 - “The Board may take disciplinary action against a certified or licensed:nurse or dedy an .; .
-7 || application for a cert1ﬁcate or l1cense for any of the following: - |
8 “(a) Unprofessional conduct which includes, but is not limited to, the followmg
9 .
10 “(f) Conviction ofa felony or of any offense sub.stantially related to the qualifications,
11 || functions, ~and duties of a registered nurse, in which eyent the record' of the convic_tion shall be
12 .conoluswe evidence thereof ” o ' |
13 | 10.  Section 2762 of the Code states, in pertment part
14 “In addition to other acts constituting vinprofessional conduct w1tlnn the meaning of this
15 chapter) [the Nursing Practice Act], it is unprofessional conduct fora person licensed under this
.16 || chapter to do any of the following; |
Y | .
18 - "“(b) Use any controlled substance as defined in D1v151on lO (commencmg with Section
19 || 11000) of the Health and Safety Code, or any dangerous drug or dangerous device as deﬁned in
- 20 || Section 4022, or alcoholic beverages to an extent or in a manner-dangerous or injurious to’ '
21 || himself or herself, any other person, or the public or to the extent that such use impairs his or her
22 ab1hty to conduct with safety to the pubhc the practice authorized by his or her license. |
23 “(c) Be convicted of a cnmmal offensé¢ involving the prescription, consumptron or
24 self—admuustrauon of any of the substances descnbed n subd1v131ons (@) and (b) of thls section,
25 || or the possession of or. fals1ﬁcat1on of a record pertammg to the substances descnbed i
26 subdivision ‘() of this sectron, in which event the record of thie ‘conv1ct10n is _concluswe evidence
27 || thereof.” . .
28 |
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: related to the qualiﬁcations, functions, or duties of the business or profession for which the .

_r.eyoke_a_iiqens_e_on_the_ground' that the licensee has been convicted of a crime substantially .

11, Section 490 of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that a board may suspend or |

.\

hcense was issued.

1 Cahforma Code of Regulatlons title 16 section 1444, states in pertinent part:

“A conviction or act shall be eons1deredto be substantially related to the qualifications,
functions or duties of 2 registered nurse'if to a substantial degree 1t evidences the present or
potential unfitness of a registered nurse to practice inia nrann'er consistent with the public health, ...,

¢

safety, or welfare.”
| COST RECOVERY
B 13. _.Seotion- 1-25.3 of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may request the

administrative law judge to direct a licentiate.found to have committed a violation or violations of

‘the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation and

enforcement of the case.

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Unprofessional Conduct)
(Bus. & Prof. Code § 2761, subd. (a))

"14. Respondent has subjected her registered nurse.license to-disciplinary action under

- Code sect1on 27 61, subdivision (a), in that on or about August 29, 2008 Respondent wasina-

vehicle colhslon and damaged the personal property of another person, then ﬂed the scene of the
collision. The circumstances are as follows: ' | ‘

15.  On or about August 29 2008, at approximately 1:07 am., e. Santa ROsa Police officer |
was: dISpatched to 729 Brigham Dnve in Santa Rosa, Cahforma, in response to a reported hit and

run. When the officer arnved on the scene the withess expiamed to the officer that he was inside |-

_ of }ns house when he heard a loud coll1s1on and looked outs1de The witness observed

“espondentfs ~vehicle,-a dark SUV, mfront oﬂus nerghbou house &t 729 Brigham Drive, where

26
27
.28

his nerghbor ] vehmle had been parked. Approximately two mmutes later, Respondent -drove

away from the scene and the witness noticed that his nelghbor s vehicle was in the rmddle of the
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“street and that its rear end was smashed'in “Whilé conducting his ’inVestigation at-the scene ofthe-| -~ - i -

accident, the officer found the ent1re front gnll ofa red M1tsublsh1 The officer drove around the

. nerghborhood in search ofa damaged vehlcle tnatching the grill he found at the scene. After

'about 15 mmutes, the officer lo.cated a severely damaged l\/fltsubrshr. Montero parked in the .

driveway of a residence.on Mt. Olive Drive. The ofﬁcer parked in front of the residence and as,

!

| he exited his vehicle at approx1mately 2:10 am,, Respondent emerged from the house and asked

the officer if he needed something. Respondent 1n1t1ally denied any involvement in a collision,
however when the officer questioned her aboutthe damaged vehicle parked in the driveway and

the fact that its engine was still warm, Respondent told the officer’ that she was afrald to adrmt her

_ mvolvement in the accident because she had been texting wlnle driving and rmssed a stop s1gn

Respendent took full respons1b111ty for the collision and explamed to the officer how it occurred

'Respondent chpped a small trée-in front of 715 Brigham Avenue and then struck a speed limit

sign and a vehicle parked in front of 729 Bngham Respondent told the ofﬁcer that she had not
been drinking prior to the acc1dent but she began dnnkmg once she amved home because she

was S0 upset about the colhs1on '

.SECOND CAUSE 'FOR DISCIPLINE

(Unprofessional Conduet — Use of Alcohol in.a Dangerous Manner)
(Bus! & Prof. Code §§ 2761, subd. (&), 2762 subd. (b)) -

~ 16. -Respondent has subJ ected her registered nurse hcense fo d1sc1plmary act1on under

Code section 2761, subdivision (a), as defined by Code section 2762 subdivision (b), in that she

engaged in unprofessmnal conduct by using alcohol ina dangerous manner. The circumstances
are as follows .

| 17. On or. about July 18, 2010 at apprommately 6:45 p.m., two officers from the Santa
Rosa Pohce Department (Ofﬁeer 1 and Officer 2) were dispatched to 1754 Mt. Olive Drive i in

Santa Rosa Cal1forma, in response toa report by Respondent’s husband that Respondent was

.makmg su1c1da1 threats Respondent’s husband also reported that Respondent was difficult to

understand because she sounded intoxicated. As Ofﬁcer 1 and Officer 2 arnved at 1754 Mt

Ohve Drive, they witnessed a black Saab pull out of the dnveWay Ofﬁcer 2 asked d1spatch o

|
\
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check what type of vehicle Respondent owned, and dispatch informed the officers that - B
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Respondent owned a black Saab. As the veh1cle approached the officers, Officer 1 observed that
a woman was dnvmg the black Saab and Officer 1 beheved that the woman was Respondent ‘
Ofﬁcer 2 activated: the overhead l1ghts and 1n1t1ated an 1nvest1gat10n 1nto the alleged su1c1dal

threats. Ofﬁcer 1 contacted Respondent and explamed that the officers were checklng on her

welfare due to the statements she had made to her husband. Respondent demed making sulc1dal

threats and told Officer 1 that her hus_band_ just wanted to get her into trouble. As Officer 1 spoke
with Respondent, he noticed that she had bloodishot and watery eyes, slurred speech, and she -
smelled like a.lcohol. Respondent admitted to Officer 1 that she had been drinking, Officer 1 .
asked Respondent a series of DUI investigation questions, and Respondent admitted that she felt
the effects of the alcohol that she had consumed. Respondent stated that -she would not be driving
if there Were someone who could get her cigateﬁes. Respondent performed a series of field
coordination tests which indicated'that she was under' the influence of an alcoholic betrerage.
When Officer 1 requested that Respondent take the prelmnnary alcohol scmenmg test,
Respondent refused, stating that she knew that she would fail the test. Based upon her poor
performanée on the field coordmatlon tests, Officer 1 placed Respondent under arrest for driving |
under the mﬂuence Ofﬁcer 1 advised Respondent of informed consent and Respondent chose to
take the breath test ‘Officer 1 used. the Ev1dent1a1 Portable Alcohol System to conduct the breath '
test at the scene. Respondent took the test twice, and the results of both tests showed that '
Respondent had a blood alcohol content of .22 percent. Respondent was transported to the Santa

Rosa Main Jail, where she admitted to the jail .staff that she was suicidal and she was placed in a
. Y ' ) ~ .

| safetycell..

. THIRD CAUSEFORDISCIPLINE -~ - ™
(Unprofessional Conduct — Conviction)
(Bus & Prof. Code §8 490, 2761, subd. (£), 2762, subd. (c); Cal. Code Regs tit. 16, §1444)

26"
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18.__ Complainant realleges the allegations contained in paragraphs 16 and 17 above, and

lncorporates them by reference. as if fully set forth.
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.179.' Respondent has subJected her reglstered nurse license to dlsclplmary action under N .

Cahforma Code of Regulahons tltle 16, section 1444, in ‘that she was. convicted of a crime
involving the consump‘non of alcohol Whlch is substantrally related to the qual1ﬁeat1ons

functions, and duties of a registered nurse. The circumstances are that on or about July 20, 2010, |-

' in a criminal matter entitled The People of the State of California v. Sharon Noreen Meads, in

Sonoma County Superior Court, Case l_\lumber CR-586-807, Respondent was convicted by plea
ofnolo contendre of one count of violating Vehicle Code section 23152, subdivision (b) (driving -
under the influence with a blood alcohol content of .08 _percent oI more), a rni'sdemeanor, with a
special enhancement of Vehicle Code sections 23578 and 2353 8, subdivision (5)(2) (driving Witlr
a blood aloohol ¢oncentration of .20 peroent Or more).’ Respondent was sentenced to two daps in
jail and three years of probation. Respondent was also ordered to: (1) be of good conduct and
obey all laws; (2) not comrmt any cnmmal offense; (3) not reﬁlse a blood alcohol test (4) not
drive with any measureable amount of alcohol in her blood (5) enroll in and complete the First
Offender Drinking Driver Program; and (6) pay restitution and fines..

" . PRAYER

WI-IBREFORE Complainant requests that a hearmg be held on the matters alleged in this
Accusatlon and that followmg the heanng, the Board of Reglstered Nursmg issue a dec1s1on

1. Revokmg or suspending Registered Nurse License Number 6423 86, issued to Sharon
Noreen Norton also known as Sharon Noreen Meads, also known as Sharon Hoskins;

2. Ordering Sharon Noreen Norton, also known as Sharon Noreen Meads, also known as|
Sharon Hoskins to pay the Board of Registered Nutsing the reasonable costs of the investigation-

and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and Profes‘sions Code section 125.3;
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“TIOUISE R. BAILEY, M.ED

., RN i
Executive Officer - - / .

Board of Registered Nursing
Department of Consumer Affairs
* State of California '

" Complainant
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